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October 23, 2012
The Regular Meeting of the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale was held on the above date in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 101 Hamburg Turnpike.  Mayor Dunleavy called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
SALUTE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 
Mayor Dunleavy led the Salute to the Flag.
In Attendance:

Mayor:



Jonathan Dunleavy



Council Members:

Mark Conklin
John D’Amato
Jo-Ann Pituch
Glenn Schiffman

Linda Shortman
Ray Yazdi

Professionals

Municipal Clerk:

Jane McCarthy, RMC

Present:

Borough Attorney:

Fred Semrau, Esq.



Borough Administrator:
Ted Ehrenburg
PUBLIC NOTICE STATEMENT

Mayor Dunleavy stated that adequate notice of this meeting was posted in the Bloomingdale Municipal Building and provided to The Suburban Trends; The North Jersey Herald & News; and all other local news media on December 13, 2011.
MOTION TO REMOVE MATTERS FROM AGENDA

No items were removed.
EARLY PUBLIC COMMENT

Councilman Schiffman moved that the meeting be opened to Early Public Comment; seconded by Councilman Yazdi and carried on voice vote.   
John Darcey, 80 South Road, asked Councilwoman Pituch if she will be stating her reasons for not voting for the Pilot Program and she stated that she will be doing so.
Mr. Darcey spoke about some concerns expressed in regard to fact that Avalon Bay may bring 130 extra students to the schools and he noted that with the 2% CAP, there is possibly only 14 new students entering.

Discussion followed in regard to Councilwoman Pituch’s political flyer which was sent out and Mr. Darcey felt the math was wrong; based on the studies on Avalon Bay by their experts and the Planning Board experts, they proposed only 12 students.

Mr. Darcey noted that Treetop Apartments and Waterfall Village combined have 15 students.

Discussion followed in regard to fact that Avalon Bay has 121 extra bedrooms which could mean additional students.

Lois Wapplehurst, 101 Natalie Court, noted that her children are not in the Bloomingdale school system and why aren’t those numbers factored in; they do not attend the schools.

Mrs. Wapplehurst noted that this is the first time they will be offered some tax relief and felt the Pilot Program should have gone forward.

Crikr Enetajian, 36 Sunset Road, noted that he looked at the numbers and did not agree with the numbers in the flyer which was sent out.  Discussed the 2% CAP which was put in by the State to force us all to wake up and consolidate and work more efficiently.  Mr. Enetajian felt the Pilot Program is a win for this town.
Discussion followed in regard to the Kelly law whereby Mayor and Committee negotiated a deal that the town would not have to pay for these services and his hope is to negotiate a service that the Borough will provide for a fee to Avalon Bay for snowplowing, leaf removal, etc.

At this time, the Borough Attorney outlined the Kelly Law.

Lori Weinbrock, 45 Highland Road, expressed her dissatisfaction in regard to the “tone of the meetings” and noted that Mr. Darcey used this forum to discuss a political flyer and she did not think it is the right way to start a meeting.  Expressed her displeasure on the “attack” on Councilwoman Shortman and Councilwoman Pituch.
Mayor stated that anyone has the right to ask a question; we are not insulated from having the public ask a question.

Cecilo, Lelo, 151 Pine Tree Road, asked how the Governing Body plans on reduces our taxes and asked what if those who voted against the Pilot can tell the voting people their plan to reduce taxes.

Councilman Yazdi spoke of paying down the town debt and eventually that portion of our taxes would be reduced.

Councilwoman Shortman stated that no one really knows how many students Avalon Bay will send to the schools, there are too many “ifs”, i.e. employee contracts which were done by a prior council, building which was purchase for a new police station which is empty; we could sell it and put it back on the rolls.  Noted t hat we could work with our downtown businesses to make t hem more attractive.

Councilman Yazdi explained his plan to freeze our taxes and reduce the debt.

Councilwoman Shortman noted we need to cut spending.

Frank O’Reilly, 21 Pearl Street, asked if Councilwoman Pituch is going to give her reason and she noted that she will.
Mr. O’Reilly noted that the 12 students were part of the testimony of the Planning Board process; the Borough’s professionals review the applications.  

Noted that he has not heard anyone who vote no in regard to an alternate plan; asked if there would be a debate among the candidates.  

Richard DuHaime, 23 Hester Street, noted that his taxes go up each year.  Noted that the Mayor is beating a dead horse as the Pilot Program was already voted down.  Noted that this is a lot of smoke and mirrors; you are giving the monies back to the municipality at 27%.  Mr. DuHaime made a stated in regard to giving back to your “firemen friends”.
(Mayor Dunleavy asked Mrs. Weinbrock if she was offended by this tone)

Mr. DuHaime spoke of the bedrooms at Avalon Bay; asked if the Governing Body went to the department of Community Affairs for approval and Mayor that we had received their approval that it qualified for a redevelopment area and if the pilot program had been approved, it would have gone to them for final approval.

Mr. DuHaime stated this is not a good deal for the Borough.  You are taking 18% away from the taxpayers; the County is going to charge you 20%.

Councilman D’Amato stated that he takes offense to the remark by Mr. DuHaime in regard to “giving to your firemen friends” and noted that these men and women are volunteers who dedicate many hours to the Borough.

Jennifer Altrield, 17 Cedar Street, stated that Councilwoman Shortman's remark as to putting the building on Union Avenue back on the rolls is not conducive in this market.
Mrs. Altfield noted we are not incompliance with our police Department and have been told by the State.
Discussion in regard to Pilot Program and Mrs. Altfield stated that she does not agree with giving Avalon Bay the program but aggress with a Pilot Program.

Michael D’Amato, 35 Bailey Avenue, stated that the Pilot Program would have stabilized things that would have help people stay in this town; you are scaring people and driving them away.
Asked what plan do those have who vote No on the Pilot; the pilot would have been for 30 years.

Jack Miller, Reeve Avenue, stated that the Governing Body are to represent the people; as he has said before, leave your egos at the door; noted that members belittle one another; they need to work together; you are to be held accountable.

Maureen Tierney, 21 Highland Road, noted that she has done a lot of research and asked if a pilot can be reduced; cited examples, i.e. Jersey City where amendments were made to the abatements.  Can Avalon Bay come back as Jersey City did and can they also get a tax credit.
Mrs. Tierney spoke in regard to a seminar in 2011 at the League of Municipalities whereby a report was given in regard to this.  

Borough Attorney stated that the Avalon Bay agreement had a minimum amount of $550,000; if there is am amendment to the agreement that could only happen if you have two parties agreeing.

Borough Attorney stated that he does not agree with Mr. Ledell’s opinion on the Boxer Report; he has put in an OPRA request to the other towns in regard to their programs but has not received anything yet.  Avalon Bay could not demand that we reduce the amount of the pilot.

Discussion as to tax credit and fact that under this agreement Avalon Bay could not appeal their taxes.

Joanne Prentzel, Kampfe Lake, discussed fact that there are many roads in the Borough which have duplicate names and this causes confusion for deliveries and especially emergency services; there are twelve streets.
Mayor Dunleavy stated that the problem is that this takes “gumption” to make this decision; Police Chief would need to make a formal recommendation.

Mayor started that we will refer this to the Police Chief via Councilman D’Amato for his recommendation and a decision will be made by February 1; noted that the Kampfe Lake Association, for example, would have to approve any name changes.

Lori Weinbrock stated that she has had problem with duplicate names for roads.

Mrs. Weinbrock also stated that the professionals which Avalon Bay used for their numbers of students were by a Board comprised of developers. Special needs could put the costs through the ceiling.

Linda Huntley, Van Dam Avenue, spoke in regard to statement made in regard to council cutting school budget last year and noted that it was not taking anything way from the children, it was retirement items.

Discussed one Avalon Bay was before the Planning Board and fact that they said it was against the law to see how many were in bedrooms in their other projects.  Noted that if our taxes only go up 2%, it will be fine but she feels they will go up more than 2%.

Councilman Yazdi discussed the bonding issue and Ms. Huntley did not agree with his numbers; noted t hat you are taking a lot of it out of CAP. 

She felt t hat the Pilot Program for Avalon Bay did not fit the criteria.  Noted that when she was on Council, she discussed health care, combining departments, etc., nothing was taken into consideration.

Since there was no one who wished to speak under Early Public Comment, Councilman Schiffman moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilwoman Shortman and carried on voice vote.

RECESS

Mayor Dunleavy called for a five minute recess at this time.

RECONVENED

Mayor Dunleavy reconvened the meeting at 9:11 p.m.
REPORTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY

Senior Center

Councilwoman Shortman stated that Betty Pursley has resigned as a Member of the Senior Citizen advisory Board and this will be a loss to the Board; Seniors asked that the Mayor’s appointment moved to the permanent seat.

Budget Review Meetings

Councilman Yazdi stated that there will be a meeting this Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers to outline where “your tax dollars go”.  

Nightmare on Bailey Avenue
Noted that the Seniors expressed interest on attending, so they will open at 2 p.m. for the Seniors to walk through;  there will be a donation can which proceeds will go to the animal shelter.

Recycling Grant

Mayor noted t hat we have received notice that we will be receiving $8,852.00 in recycling grant this year which is $2,000 more than last year; thanked DPW Superintendent for his efforts.

Town hall Meeting with Governor Christie

Mayor noted that he and Municipal Clerk attended the Town Hall meeting in West Milford by Governor Christie and the biggest theme was shared services; there will be a shared services committee to monitor what the towns are doing; if we do not take advantage of them, we will jeopardize our state aid.
Borough Administrator attended a meeting at the County in regard to the same subject encouraging municipalities to do shared services.
Mayor stated that when there is a statement in a political brochure which he feels is not correct, he is going to address it.
Noted that the Council asked our Borough attorney to do some research on a Supreme Court case in regard to the criteria not being met on a pilot program.

Mayor discussed the ROSE fund question on the ballot and the effect this will have on the fund if it is passed.  Noted that on the Auditor’s advice he recommended that the $82,000 increase from the revaluation in the ROSE fund will offset the DPW salaries with the ROSE fund so everyone voted to do it.  If the ROSE fund is cut, then we will have to come up with this money due to this being cut from the ROSE fund.

Noted that t he Borough Attorney stated the ROSE fund can be used to pay down the flood bond.

Councilwoman Shortman stated that out of nine communities that have such a tax, we pay more than two times what the others do.  She felt that she has seen a goal to try and move things out of the CAP; felt that Avalon Bay should be paying for the ROSE fund.   Also felt that the DPW should be doing maintenance of our fields.
In response to Mayo Dunleavy as to how the $82,000 will be made up, Councilwoman Shortman stated that we will have to look at contracts; Mayor noted that the Unions have to agree to open up a contract; noted he did not recommend this nor did the Auditor.

Mayor Dunleavy stated that we “0” in our operating budget towards recreation and field maintenance; the ROSE fund funds that totally.

Borough Administrator

Water Tank

Borough Administrator stated that the contractor is working diligently on the interior painting of the water tank.
Lights at Walter T. Bergen School

Contractor will be erecting the light poles this Thursday.

Lakeside Water Break

Borough Administrator discussed the Lakeside water and will keep Council apprised.

Municipal Clerk

Veterans Day

Noted that the ceremony will be held in Sloan Park on November 11, 2012 at 11 am.

Elections
Noted that the polls will be open from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. on November 6 2012.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Councilman Yazdi moved for the approval of the following Consent Agenda:

A. Approval of Minutes for August 28, 2012 and October 9, 2012

Councilman Dunleavy seconded the motion.

Discussion to statement that the bills in the ROSE fund were correct; we will check with the Treasurer.

The motion carried on voice vote with all members voting yes, except Councilwoman Shortman ASTAINED on the august 28, 2012 minutes as she was not present.
PENDING BUSIENSS
Status of Chief Financial Officer and qualified Purchasing Agent

Mayor stated that he would like authorization to have the Borough administrator hire a candidate if qualified after his interview, not to exceed $5,000 through February 1, 2012.  Noted t hat this candidate is also a Qualified Purchasing Agent.

Councilman Yazdi moved that the Borough administrator or be au theorized to hire a Chief Financial Officer/Qualified Purchasing Agent for an amount not to exceed $5,000 through February 1, 2012; seconded by Councilman D’Amato.

Councilwoman Shortman discussed using linkden and also asked what is being done about the Assistant in the Finance Department.

Mayor stated that we are not going to deal with that until next year; his intent is to hire a part time CFO for 2012 and hire a Human Resource Assistant to help in the Finance Department.

The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Conklin; D’Amato; Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman and Yazdi all YES.

Review of Best Practices

Noted t ht this will be discussed at a Work Session.

Review of Unauthorized bill from Borough Auditor for Budget Work

Discussion followed in regard to paying this $4,500 bill for the Budget Work and there is a $1,000 bill for the pilot program.

Councilwoman Shortman stated that in speaking with the Auditor, he said all bills have been paid.

Councilwoman Pituch moved for a motion to DENY; no second.

Councilwoman Shortman moved to table this until November 27, 2012 until the Borough Administrator has spoken with the Auditor; seconded by Councilwoman Pituch and carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  D’Amato, NO; Pituch, YES; Schiffman, YES; Shortman, YES; Yazdi, NO and Conklin, YES.

Status on request for proposals for hiring a planner for redevelopment on Union Avenue and Main Street
This will stay on the pending agenda; we will get Request for Proposals by the New Year.

Discussion followed; Councilwoman Pituch suggested that the County be contacted as to using their Planner; Borough Administrator will contact the County Administrator and report back.

In response to Councilwoman Shortman, Mayor stated that the Economic development Committee had two meetings but he has put this on hold until we have a redevelopment area and then bring it back to the committee for recommendations.

Update on new Website

Mayor noted that the new website is up and running but there is still a cliché in the cutover; w must access http://www.bloomingdalenj.net until it is corrected.

Archiving is still being worked on and we are in process of setting on line payments.

Status of lights at the Walter T. Bergen Field

Mayor stated that the lights were supposed to be done by Labor Day; our Engineer and Administrator have been quite diligent in getting the contractor out there; the driller ran into more stone that he anticipated and the Engineer and Administrator negotiated a settlement to pay $10,000 rather than $48,000.  Thursday the 16 poles will be set.
In regard to “computer as to who is using the lights”, Mayor stated that this was never authorized.
Main Street properties beautification and upkeep

This will be on a Work Session for discussion along with a Business Improvement District.

Introduction of Ordinance #18-2012:  Soil Mulch
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 4, GENERAL LICENSING, OF "THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, 2000” TO ESTABLISH A NEW SECTION 4-4, SOIL/MULCH DELIVERY PERMITS  was introduced by title by Councilwoman Shortman who moved that second and final reading and public hearing be held on November 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.

Councilman Yazdi seconded the motion, and it carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin and D’Amato all YES.

Councilman Schiffman stated that he would like the Borough Attorney to give a legal opinion in regard to liability.

Borough Attorney stated that the mulch must be dropped off at the property line; we are not going on property for delivery.  It is curbside; no on their property.
Review of Health Insurance rate notice from State Plan

Noted that the rates are going up 8%; discussion followed in regard to negotiation with Unions.

Update on grants – 182 Union Avenue

Mayor stated that this is what was formerly referred to as the Yuhas property which was purchased for a new police station.

Councilwoman Shortman stated that the Police Chief has written a memo that all funding sources have dried up; she discussed possibility of putting it back on the tax roles.

Noted that our police station is an embarrassment and they have done an outstanding job of making it the best they could.
Mayor stated that his plan is to use it as a Police Station and we sell  t he house  that the Building department is in and move them to the police station now; the monies could be used to refurbish the 182 Union Avenue building.  We could then pursue shared services for our police department.  Felt that the building could be made useable for $200,000 t $300,000.

This will be discussed at a Work Session.

Update on drainage at Walter T. Bergen Field and County Grant balance

Mayor stated that we have $40,000 in our county grant left; we have solicited proposals and received following:

A. $17,205 for Tri State Athletic to drill and fill for drainage of the field
B. $16,000 to John Ball to fix the pipe and swail for the drainage of the fiekd
C. $7,000 for Mike Fitzpatrick to move the playground

Councilman Yazdi moved to approve using the $40,000 left in the county grant as outlined above; seconded y Councilman Schiffman.

In response to Councilwoman Shortman, Borough Administrator stated that there were not specifications when he asked for the proposals; our Engineer will oversee this.

The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin; D’Amato and Pituch all YES.

Introduction of Ordinance #19-2012; Amendment to Clothing Bin Ordinance

An Ordinance amending Section §4-16 of the Code of the Borough of Bloomingdale to provide for the exemption of the Borough’s Agencies from the Permit Application Process and Payment of Fees in connection with the installation of Clothing Recycling Bins on Public Property was introduced by title by Councilman Yazdi who moved that second and final reading and public hearing be held on November 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.; seconded by Councilwoman Shortman and carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Shortman, YES; Yazdi, YES; D’Amato, NO; Pituch, YES and Schiffman, YES

Status of former Borough Attorney bills

Councilman Schiffman moved that authorization be given to pay former Borough Attorney Mark Semeraro’s unpaid bills in the amount of $26,000 by January 15, 2013 and no interest will be accrued if paid by that date; seconded by Councilwoman Shortman.

Noted that the $3,598.78 for this year will be paid, if not already, on next bills list.

The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Yazdi, NO; Conklin, YES; D’Amato, YES; Pituch, YES; Schiffman, YES and Shortman, YES.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS
Adoption of Resolution #2012-10.7:  Payment of bills

Councilman Schiffman offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION - #2012 –10.7

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

Authorizing Payment of Municipal Obligations

WHEREAS, the Governing Body (“Governing Body”) of the Borough of Bloomingdale (“Borough”) finds and declares that certain municipal obligations have come due and are now payable; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that said obligations have been itemized on the annexed schedules, which are hereby deemed part of this Resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale does hereby authorize payment of said municipal obligations, in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief Financial Officer and the Borough Treasurer, from the following accounts and in the following amounts: 

BILLS LIST                                                                                                    PREPAID LIST                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

CURRENT                           1,429,112.40                                          CURRENT             497,490.15    

UTILITY                                   51,617.65                                          UTILITY                  10,178.43

CAPITAL                                 68,180.46
 UNEMPLOY                   78.79

UTILITY CAPITAL              149,831.00                                            RECYCLING             1,449.96

TRUST                                     15,734.04                                            CAPITAL                      000.00            

DOG                                              662.96                   
                        TRUST
              00,000.00

RECREATION                              000.00

    
          SPEC. ASSESS.        0,000.00 UNEMPLOYMENT                   1,900.00
                                       RECREATION            000.00

ROSE FUND                               7,296.59                                            UTILITY CAP             000.00

RECYCLING                                  21.39                                              DOG                            222.00

                                                                                                                ROSE FUND         20,670.19

TOTAL                                1,724,356.49                                                 TOTAL             530,089.52    

Councilman D’Amato seconded the motion.

Councilwoman Shortman noted that the public events line item was over expended; Mayor stated that we need to make sure we had the lights for Pride Day; we went to the Recreation line to cover costs for Pride Day; hope in November we will be able to do transfers for money for Christmas for the children.
The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Conklin; D’Amato; Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman and Yazdi all YES.

Authorization for Bloomingdale Fire Department to hold a coin toss

Councilman Yazdi moved that authorization for the Bloomingdale Fire Department to hold a coin toss on ???????; seconded by Councilwoman Shortman and carried on voice vote with all Council Members voting YES.

Adoption of Resolution #2012-10.8:  Change Order for Oakwood Lake

Councilman Yazdi offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #2012-10.8

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

Authorizing Change Order #1 Oakwood Lake Sidewalks

WHEREAS, the Governing Body (“Governing Body”) of the Borough of Bloomingdale (“Borough”) awarded a contract for the Oakwood Lake Sidewalks to Cifelli and Son  in the amount of $52,031.00.00 and;

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has learned that the Borough Engineer for the project, has recommended acceptance and approval of Change Order #1 for modifications to the Project for unanticipated expenses; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body recognizes that acceptance and approval of Change Order #1 in an amount not to exceed $8,194.00 will result in an increase in the total contract cost in the amount of $60,225.00; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been informed that the Treasurer has certified that funds are available in the Capital Account to pay said amount;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale does hereby adopt the recommendation of the Borough Engineer and the Borough Administrator to approve Change Order #1 in an amount not to exceed $8,194.00, which shall result in a total contract amount of $60,225.00.

Councilman Schiffman seconded the motion and it carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  D’Amato; Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi and Conklin all YES.

Acceptance of resignations from various Boards/Commissions
Councilman Yazdi moved to accept the following resignations with regret:

Alan Gunderson as member of the Planning Board

Betty Pursley as a member of Senior Citizen Advisory Board

Thomas Tintle as a Member of the Flood Control Commission and Environmental Commission

Councilman Schiffman seconded the motion, and it carried on voice vote with all members voting YES.

Introduction of Ordinance #20-2012:  Noting that all Borough Pilot Programs will be used for tax relief and debt repayment

Councilman Shortman felt this should go to committee first for discussion.  
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH UNDER CHAPTER II, ADMINISTRATION,

ARTICLE VIII, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES, THE CREATION OF 

SECTION 2-76.8, FUNDING RECEIVED FROM FINANCIAL 

AGREEMENTS RELATING TO REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

AND FINANCIAL AGREEMENTS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1, ET AL, 

ALSO KNOWN AS PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES, OR P.I.L.O.T. AGREEMENTS, 

SHALL BE DEDICATED TO TAXPAYER RELIEF was introduced by title by Councilman Yazdi; seconded by Councilman D’Amato.
The motion DID NOT CARRY as per the following roll call:  Council Members;  Pituch, NO; Schiffman, NO; Shortman, NO; Yazdi, YES; Conklin, NO and D’Amato, YES.

Adoption of Resolution #2012-10.9:  Proposal from Anderson and Denzler for Administrative Assistance/Water Tank Painting

Councilman Yazdi offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

INSERT

Councilman D’Amato seconded the motion, and it carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi; Dunleavy; Conklin; D’Amato and Pituch all YES.

Introduction of Ordinance #21-2012:  Dissolution of Lakeland Regional 
Solid Waste Authority

AN ORDINANCE TO DISSOLVE THE LAKELAND REGIONAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY was introduced by title by Councilman Schiffman who moved that second and final reading and public hearing be held on November 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  was introduced by title by Councilman Schiffman who moved that second and final reading and public hearing be held on November 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
Councilwoman Shortman seconded the motion.

Borough Attorney stated that this will need to be approved by the Department of Community Affairs and he wants to look into this before the adoption date; he will advise the Mayor and Council.

The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin; D’Amato; Pituch and Schiffman all YES.
Update on Pest Control Operations and status of application

Borough Administrator will check on this and report at the next Work Session.

Authorization for Tax Payments on line
Councilman Yazdi moved that authorization be given to pay Lakeland State Bank $600.00 to setup program for tax payments on line; seconded by Councilman D’Amato and carried as per the following roll call:  council Members:  Yazdi, YES; Conklin, YES; D’Amato, YES; Pituch, YES; Schiffman, NO and Shortman, YES.

Goal Setting Review for 2012

Councilman Yazdi discussed Goal Setting Review for the year 2012 and noted that it is important for all of us to hold each other accountable; noted we need to all start accessing our emails.  

It was noted that we cannot dictate to people to use a computer.

Councilman Yazdi stated that we need to see how much we have saved on going paperless; this will be discussed at a Work Session.

Authorization to renew Shared Services Contract with Borough of Butler for Construction Services

Councilman D’Amato moved that authorization be given to renew the Shared Services contract with the Borough of Butler for five years; expiring December 31, 2017.

Councilman Yazdi seconded the motion, and it carried as per the following roll call:  council Members:  Conklin; D’Amato; Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman and Yazdi all YES.

Approval to hire Michael Kaplysz as Animal Shelter Assistant

Councilman Yazdi moved to approve Michael Kaplysz as an Animal Shelter Assistant as a backup, not to exceed twenty hours/week; seconded by Councilman Schiffman and carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  D’Amato; Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi and Conklin all YES.

Presentation and Review of Boxer Report and Pilot Program
Councilman Yazdi stated that we can email this presentation to anyone who wants it and he would be willing to go over it with anyone who is interested.

INTRODUCTION OF NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Mayor Dunleavy stated that we will be acting on the following items:

· Preparation to submit a bid to the Board of Education for snowplowing

· Resolution supporting Camp Vacamas application for dam restoration

· Chapter 159 for Recycling Tonnage Grant
Councilman Yazdi opened the meeting to a Public Comment on these three items; seconded by councilman Schiffman and carried on voice vote.

Since there was no one who wished to speak, councilman Schiffman moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilman Yazdi and carried on voice vote.

Authorization to submit a bid for Board of Education snowplowing

Councilman Schiffman moved that the Borough Administrator submit a bid for the snowplowing of the Board of Education>>>>>; seconded by councilwoman Shortman and carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Pituch; Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin and D’Amato all YES.
Adoption of Resolution #2010-10.10:  
Councilman Yazdi offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #2012-10.10

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE
APPROVING THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE’S SUPPORT OF

VACAMAS YOUTH PROGRAM’S APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A DAM RESTORATION LOAN
WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomingdale’s Borough Council has received a request from the Vacamas Youth Program to support the Program’s application to the State of New Jersey for a Dam Restoration Loan on October 22, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Vacamas Youth Program has provided a significant and much needed benefit to the Borough of Bloomingdale and the surrounding communities by providing children with comprehensive educational and recreational services in both the urban/school and rural/camp environments; and  



WHEREAS, the Vacamas Youth Program serves children from homes that fall below federal guidelines for poverty and whom often live in dangerous, drug infested neighborhoods; most of these children perform well below their academic grade level, particularly in reading and math and have few positive adult role models in their lives to encourage them to succeed; and 



WHEREAS, Vacamas Youth Program is currently in need of a state-mandated repair of its dam at a cost of $900,000, which threatens to force the Program to cut aid for the needy and underserved children and families that depend on the Program; and



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Bloomingdale Borough Council, in the County of Passaic and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Borough Council hereby agrees to offer its support and to help Vacamas Programs for Youth secure from the State of New Jersey a Dam Restoration Loan, and

2. The Borough Council hereby authorizes the mayor to execute the attached draft letter to the appropriate State Assemblyman/woman.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Councilman D’Amato seconded the motion, and it carried as per the following roll call:  council members:  Schiffman; Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin; D’Amato and Pituch all YES.
Adoption of Resolution #2012-10.11:  Chapter 159 for Recycling Grant

Councilman Schiffman offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:
RESOLUTION #2012-10.11

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

Authorizing the Insertion into the FY2012  Municipal Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948) of a Special Item of Revenue in the Form of a State of New Jersey 

Recycling Tonnage Grant

WHEREAS, the Governing Body (“Governing Body”) of the Borough of Bloomingdale (“Borough”) finds and declares that N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services (“Director”), within the State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for an equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the Borough to request approval of the insertion into the Borough’s FY2012 Municipal Budget of an item of revenue based upon a grant secured by the Borough from the State of New Jersey;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale does hereby request that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, within the State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, approve the insertion into the Borough’s FY2012 Municipal Budget of an item of revenue in the sum of $8,582.67, which item is now available as revenue in the form of a State of New Jersey Current Fund – Recycling Tonnage Grant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $8,582.67 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption:

Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations

Recycling Tonnage Grant
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three (3) certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services, within the State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, for this purpose.

Councilwoman Shortman seconded the motion, and it carried as per the following roll call:  council Members:  Shortman; Yazdi; Conklin; D’Amato; Pituch and Schiffman all YES.
(Councilman Conklin left the meeting at this time, 10:50 p.m.)

LATE PUBLIC COMMENT

Councilwoman Shortman opened the meeting up to Late Public Comment; seconded by councilman Schiffman and carried on voice vote.  ABSENT:  Councilman Conklin
Ed Simoni, 352 Glenwild Avenue, stated that as Chairman of the ROSE Fund Committee, he wanted to know why they were never consulted in regard to their opinion/advise on the ROSE Fund Referendum.

Councilwoman Pituch stated that she apologizes but she was only thinking of the taxpayer and didn’t think to contact the Committee.
Mr. Simoni stated that he feels the referendum is a bad idea; noted that he and other members of the Committee were not even asked for their input.

John Darcey, 80 South Road, stated that at the risk of being attacking which is not his intent, he would like to know if Councilwoman Pituch is going to give her reasons for voting no on the pilot, to which she said she will be.

In response to Mr. Darcey as to why those who vote no on the Pilot Program, Councilman Schiffman stated that he felt the area was not a blighted area in need of redevelopment and stated the redevelopment area designation was illegal.

At this time, the Borough Attorney stated that this is not true; he has researched everything he was asked.

Councilwoman Shortman stated that she felt any tax monies we get from Avalon Bay should got for that purpose; do not believe we should give a tax entitlement.
Lois Wapplehurst, 101 Natalie Court, spoke to Councilwoman Piutch and stated that he has watched her and she comments on nothing; noted she is trying to see what her opinion is.

Councilwoman Pituch asked the Borough attorney if she had to answer this and he said a taxpayer has the right to ask but you do not have to answer if you don’t want to.

Mrs. Wapplehurst asked how you come to meetings if you do not have the facts.

(Councilman Schiffman stepped off dais at this time)

Glenn Schiffman, 53 Ridge Road, stated that he is speaking as a private citizen.  He stated that the redevelopment program has to be put in a place where the area is blighted; noted that he had asked for a legal opinon and did not get it.

Borough attorney stated t at the Planning Board Attorney would not have let the Planning Board adopt anything which was illegal.

Borough Attorney stated he did not look at the Supreme Court Case; he look at the work from the beginning, timeline and process.  He reviewed the Supreme court Case when asked to and it has enormous differences.

Mr. Semrau stated he is not going to sit here and accept that actions were illegal because they weren’t.  In regard to Councilman Schiffman being conflicted, Mr. Semrau stated that he addressed this at a meeting and went through the reasons.
He noted t hat he was recently asked to put an opinion in writing.  It is a big concern which he takes very seriously that accusations are made that it was illegal.  You are then questioning the Planning Board, Governing Body and Planners opinion; he takes exception to it.

The Planner found three areas that we in compliance that this is an area of redevelopment.

Ed Simoni, 352 Glenwild Avenue, stated that as Chairman of the Planning Board when this came up, he asked this same questions; the Planning Board Attorney and the Planning Board felt that the criteria was met.
Mike Sondermeyer, 27 Mathews Terrace, asked if there will be mulch at the Walter T. Bergen playground.  Mayor stated that Mike Fitzpatrick is moving it and they will mulch it.  Mr. Sondermeyer asked if Bogue could be looked at and Mayor stated that the DPW has to do it.

Mr. Sondermeyer stated that a suggestions was made earlier for a debate of the candidates and noted that he is willing to debate the candidates anytime and also speak with the news media and implored the citizens to get out and vote.  He wished Councilwoman Pituch and her running mate good luck in her campaign.

Since there was not one else who wished to speak, Councilman Yazdi moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilwoman Shortman and carried on voice vote.

Mayor stated that there is no reason for an Executive Session this evening.

ADJOURNMENT

Since there was no further business to be conducted, Councilwoman Shortman moved to ADJOURN the meeting at 11:10 p.m.; seconded by Councilwoman Pituch and carried on voice vote.  ABSENT:  Councilman Conklin
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